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G.B. REMOVALS 
House, Office & Flat moves etc. 
Local Non Local 
Part Load to Single item, pianos 
Prompt Reliable Service 
Large Van with Tail Lift 
Contact: Gary — Sonning Common 
T: 0118 924:2763-—100799,070 7125 
HOUSEHOLD CLEARANCES 


(REGISTERED WASTE CARRIER) 









Fed up with limescale? 


Compass Water Softeners 


SALT, SALES, SERVICE, INSTALLATION 
0118 972 3773 01189410869 0796 700 9838 


www.compasswatersofteners.co.uk 
Email: martin@compasswatersofteners.co.uk 
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, 8b Portman Road, Reading RG30 1EA 
Tel O0178°959 9919 
www.elementskitchens.co.ukK 





“Chiltern ~ 


\ Beauty 


Outstanding Natural Beauty 


Tel: 0118 9723157 
Janet Copp I.H.B.C 


9 Sedgefield Close, Sonning Common _ 





Property Consultants 


Shops, Offices, Industrial, Investments 
Valuations, Rent Reviews, Lease Renewals 


Cross 


George Chilvers and Nigel Price FRics 


0118 947 4600 


www.highmoorcross.co.uk 


SONNING COMMON 


PRE-SCHOOL :; 
GROVE ROAD ea 


SONNING COMMON 
0118 972 4760 


We are a happy friendly pre-school 
welcoming children from 2 years Q 
6 months, to come and learn through 
play. We have a purpose built building 

& extensive play garden. 


Morning sessions are 9.00am - 12.00pm 
Afternoon sessions are 12.00pm - 3.00om 





Adam's Pest Control 


Professional Pest Control in Sonning Common 


Rats, mice, rabbits, squirrels, moles, insects, foxes. ~ 





Available 7 days a week. a 
BPCA Oualified and Fully Insured 


Call 0118 9723709 or 0784 9342690 ‘am 


www.adamspestcontrol.co.uk 
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As the ‘season of mists and mellow fruitfulness’ approaches we 
can look back upon an exciting summer of the Jubilee and the 
amazing Olympic and Paralympic celebrations!! Let us hope 
that life will not be dull after such excitement. 


Closer to home, the pupils and teachers of our village schools have a great deal 
to celebrate in their much improved examination results. We are delighted for 
them and wish them well in their future education. 


The village has looked especially attractive over the summer months, despite 

the weather, with the hanging baskets, flower beds and now the trees blooming 
beautifully. They really do make the centre a more attractive place. Many of the 
gardens were also stunning and it must have been difficult to select the winners. 


| was absolutely delighted with the response to my request for information about 
the life and contribution made by Sibella Bonham Carter to Sonning Common. 

| received so many lovely anecdotes and memories it was not possible to publish 
them all and it was really difficult to select from such a mass of data. 


All of your contributions do add considerable value and diversity to the magazine 
— thank you and please keep emailing them to me. ay " 


ed 
ie 


DIANA PEARMAN Editor 2012 
Email: editor@sonningcommonmagazine.org 
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WHILE EVERY EFFORT IS MADE TO ENSURE THE ACCURACY OF INFORMATION PRINTED IN THIS MAGAZINE, 
THE EDITOR AND THE PUBLISHER CANNOT ACCEPT ANY RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE CONSEQUENCES OF 
ERRORS THAT OCCUR. 


COPY DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE 01 
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Community news 





Congratulations 1... 


sonning Common Primary School pupils SATS Success! 


The Year 6 School Assessment Test results have never 


been so good. The 2012 leavers achieved 
the following: 


Mathematics Reading Writing 
Level 4 95% 100% 87.5% 





Level 5 45% 60% 92.5% 





R=\V(=) Me) 5% 2.5% 


According to the Department for Education Level 4 is the 
expected level for a Year 6 pupil (Key stage 2 aged 10 to 11 
years) and Level 5 to 6 is the target Level at year 9 (Key stage 3 
aged 13 to 14). Pupils and their teachers have proved that the 
hard work through their final primary year has paid off as seen 
in the results. 


Chris Hirst, Headteacher, was very pleased with the results and 
said: ‘We wish them well as they move onto the next stage 
of their educational career. | am sure they will all achieve 
‘great things’ and I am looking forward to hearing about 


More than half of the leavers have gone on to our local village 
secondary school at Chilfern Edge, while the others have joined 
Gillotts in Henley, Langtree in Woodcote, Highdown in Emmer 
Green, Reading Boys, Bluecoais, Crosfields, The Abbey and 
Queen Anne’s. 


“ 


| 
| 





ITs big...Ifs yellow...ana 
it needs more drivers 


The FISH Bus is a familiar sight in 

the village and surrounding locality. 
Together with the volunteer car drivers 
it provides a much needed transport 
service for those in the village, and 
wider community, who cannot drive or 
who are no longer comfortable with 
driving or who have slight mobility 
issues. 


The FISH Bus makes regular weekly 
shopping trips to local centres and also 
offers a monthly programme of social 
outings to places of interest in the wider 
area. The majority of its passengers are 
senior residents but if is a community bus 
and available to anyone who requires 
such provision. However, it does not 
have wheelchair or disabled facilities 
sO passengers are required to have 
independent mobility. 


The bus is driven by a small team of 





would not be expected to carry passengers 
until they had enough practice to feel 
confident. However, all prospective drivers 
do need to have the D1 category for 
Minibuses on their driving licence (automatic 
if car test was passed before 1997). 


SO if this sounds interesting and you can 
offer a few weekdays availability every 
month on a regular basis then please 
email Jonn Pearman, the Bus Manager, 
on pearman@dial.pipex.com who will 
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Winners of the Sonning 
Common Gardens Competition 
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their successes’. 
volunteers who average about two or three be very pleased to provide you with some 


trios a month at their convenience. The FISH more information before you decide. 
charity is looking to recruit some new bus Alternatively phone Fred Nickson, the FISH 
drivers following the retirement of two of its Chairperson, on 0118 9724520. 

valued members. Could this be YOU?? 





By the way, just in case you have forgotten 
FISH stands for Friendship In Sickness and 


Congratulations 2... 
Record GCSE results at Chiltern Edge School 


Students and staff at Chiltern Edge School 
celebrated an excellent set of GCSE exam results 
with several school records being broken. 


The bus does look quite big but it is not 
difficult to drive and any new volunteers Health. 





Trees planted to enhance the village centre 


BY JO STOVES 


well above national figures for a year group which closely 
resembles the ability profile of the national population. 35% of 
students achieved at least 5A*/A grades. 


A small number of students sat BIEC courses in Sport and 
Science for the first time and the results were excellent with a 
98% pass rate at C grade equivalent. 


Highlights 

There was a substantial improvement from 2011 on the key 
national benchmark measures with 66% of students achieving 5 
x A*- C grades including English and Mathematics. 


Accompanied by many good wishes The containers were made of wooden blocks “Their joint efforts have greatly enhanced the 
from friendly passing shoppers, the which needed assembling, filling with gravel, Village for everyone" said Margaret and Elaine 
Village Gardeners set out to erect two drainage, topsoil and then planting. The task as they thanked members of Village Gardeners 
planters containing flowering Cherry group were very pleased with the finished result = and Nottakwire. “It is a good example of groups 


; : which will enhance the centre of the village. working together and achieving more than 
trees outside the Village Hall on 5 g g log g 


August. It proved to be a very time would be possible independently”. 
consuming task but there was much 
laughter and good humour from all 
who came to help. 


Top performers included; 


A record 79% of students achieved 5 x A*- C grades. The 

Mathematics department also achieved a ‘best ever’ with 73% 
of siudents:caining al ledstare grade: 7275-01 dil GIddes WEIS wie ee eee eae 
at C or better. 


“There are cherry trees here in our village” the 
members of Nottakwire sang to John Howell, John Howell commended Nottakwire on their 
MP members of Village Gardeners and passers singing and fund raising of £800. The short 
by, as simple plaques were fitted to the planters © ceremony ended with “Oh What a Beautiful 
outside the Village Hall. Morning”. 


POPP CCE OEE EEE EOEEETEEESETOEEOEE EEE EETESE SETHE HET EEEEEE TO OESEH SE EOETEEEEOTEEEOOEEOEHEEOEEEEETEHESESTEEESESEEELESEEELES 


The English Baccalaureate is a new measurement which was 
introduced as a performance measure in the 2010 tables. It is 
a measure which recognises where students have SeCUTEd Cite trrtreetsrseesssseeeessnsteesssnsseessnsneeesensnesesnsneeegsnnneeegennneegnnsneeese 
grade or better across a core of academic subjects — English, 
mathematics, history or geography, the sciences 

and a language. The results for this were also outstanding 
with 32% of students achieving at least a “C* grade in the 
five examinations. 


COCO e eee eee EEE EH EEE E EEE OH EE OEOE EEE EOEHET ESET SOLO EHEESOEEE EEE OLEOE HEL EHEH ESE LEHOEELOLO EEE DE OEEEEDELELEEE EEL EOEEEEL® 


Headteacher Daniel Sadler said, ‘These results are very 
pleasing and reflect the rapid improvement Chiltern Edge 
is making on many fronts. The changes we have made over 
the last three years are now having a significant impact on 
student achievement and progress. 


The school again performed well above expectations for the 
top grades with 30% of grades at A*/A or Distinction, 





PICTURE FRAMING 
SMALL LOCAL WORKSHOP 
‘Work carried out for local gallery 
Complete framing service 
Canvases stretched 


Mounts cut for existing frames 
Old photographs restored 

Local collection/ delivery 
Contact Colm Ward 0118 9722075 


Advertise in the 
sonningcommon magazine 


Delivered to 1,850 addresses 


Prices from just £25 per issue 
for an advert this size 
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Call John Pearman to find out more on 0118 972 2381 
or email advertising @sonningcommonmagazine.org 
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Byways DYantelM@arlentec 


Quality Care Dedicated Team 


+ All aspects of general dentistry 

+ Teeth whitening and cosmetics 

+ NE 18 for children & anyone in 
full-time education 

+ Affordable payment plans 

+ Flexible opening times 


f . 
5 imple ree col PR Practice 





Viain St, Checkendon, RGR OSP Tel 01491 680412 





Byways Dental 


Oak | Crave 
Garden’ Services 


LANDSCAPING (HARD OR SOFT) 
FENCING * TURFING « PATIOS * HEDGING 
WATER FEATURES 


James Watkins 


‘Oak Grove’ * 13 Grove Road * Sonning Common * Berkshire RG4 9RH 
Telephone: 0118 972 2659 


-PEPPARD BUILDING SUPPLIES 


Telephone: Kidmore End 0118 972 2028 


EVERYTHING FOR THE 
HANDYMAN & BUILDER 


Bishopsland Farm « Peppard Road 
Dunsden = RG4 9NR 





Computer Problems? 


Is your PC outdated, misbehaving, virus infected? 


Fault Diagnosis, Maintenance & Upgrades, 
Data Recovery & Migration, Virus Cleaning, 
Networking, Broadband and much more. 


Call Robin Piercey 


at Influential Computers on 


01491 680036 


or visit www.influentialcomputers.com 





G RAHAMS Painting & Decorating — Fascias & Soffits 
MAINTENANCE Door & Window Fitting — Plumbing 
Fitted Bathrooms — Floor & Wall Tiling — Fencing & Decking 
Wood & Laminate Flooring— Sheds Supplied & Fitted 

Garden Maintenance — Guttering & Flat Roofing etc... 


FREE ESTIMATES 0118 972 3114 


Ceilings «Walls -Dry L Lining « Rendering 
"Pebble Dashing «Patch Repair Work 


“call Jamie on 01189 242861 


Or Email: jicox. plastering ai notman co. uk 





Gan 


eee oe a frcClrfiAns Ss 
Comprehensive cye 
CMIMInAions 
Full contuet lens service 
Free specs for children 


Extensive range of 
designer frames 


Ninin agent for “7ciss 
and Rodenstock lenses 


Free pourking 


0118 947 2099 


A robinjames. cc. tak 





Church St, Claversham, Reading (opposite Wimtrose) 


C. JONES 
PLUMBING 
& HEATING 
All aspects of Plumbing & 
Heating work undertaken. 
TELEPHONE: 
0118 972 3394 
MOBILE: 
0771 110 9077 





Tel: 0118 972 33 80 
Kidbys Yard, 28 Kennylands Road 
Sonning Common, Reading, RG4 9JT 
www.kidbys.co.uk Fax: 0116 972 10 02 


Time 4 Pilates = | 


Want to look and feel great!! 
Try Pilates — controlled, yet gentle exercise 


Classes in Sonning Common area 
Including Ante and Post Natal 


Mondays / Tuesdays / Thursdays 
Beginners and Intermediates 
Max 12 in Group (6 in Pregnancy classes) 
Private sessions also available 


Christine Brook — Member of Body Control Pilates Association 
Ring OF 789 71701? or email chrisaitime4tpilates.co.uk 
Website at www.time qplates, co.uk 


ALLAREAS COVERED 


BONNER LOCKSMITHS 
INSURANCE APPROVED 
DOORS & WINDOW LOCKS SUPPLIED & FITTED, 
CHANGED OR UPGRADED (as3621) 
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL PREMISES 
DIGITAL LOCKS«BARS 
FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE | 
CALL OUT SERVICE, 


_-— - | FULL MEMBER 
0149) 680216 ce cocks 
| CRESTWELL HOUSE QSSRSy 
Beech Lane, ROAUPA @® Woodcote Sr. Reading 
PROPRIETOR: S.J. BONNER 





WILCOM 
SYSTEMS 


® 
Experts in Telecoms, Computers, Electrical, & Alarms 


Telephone Extension Sockets, Line Faults 
Telephone Systems, Home & Office 

Computer, Broadband, Internet, ADSL Services 
Electrical Installations, Sockets, Lights, 

Fuse Boards and Rewires 

Intruder Alarm Systems, Wired & Wireless 


Call Andrew Willis on 
01491 681197 or 07831 377785 
www.wilcom-systems.co.uk 


‘}/// curtains, \\\\ 
'// // BLINDS, PELMETS\\\ \ \ | 
}/// TIEBACKSETC. \\\ 
ALL AT COMPETITIVE 
PRICES 
CALL CAROLINE ON 
0118 954 2448 


OR 
0o781 561 OOO7 


O11 $9 972 $980 
24 PEPPARD ROAD 
: SONNING COMMON 
10% OFF with THis voucHErR 
CHILDREN’S PLAYROOM 


CUTS - £10.00 GRADES - £8.00 CHILD CUTS £9.00 
CUTS & BLOW DRY - £10.00 RESTYLE - £15.00 
SENIOR CITIZEN - £7.00 BEARD TRIM £4.00 





Jack's parents had previously completed 
the challenge and had scaled two of the 
three mountains several times before. Jack 
himself first climbed Snowdon when he was 
just three-and-a-half. 


They set off on their trio after school had 
finished at the end of July. Jack’ s dad Mark 
was climbing with him and mum Rachel 
was driving them between the mountains. 
Unfortunately the weather was sometimes 
very wet and extremely cold for the time of 
year, but they persevered. 


Despite the weather and Jack suffering 
sickness, they managed to complete the 
challenge in a fantastic 22 hours and 12 
minutes. 


Jack’s dad - “It was a lot harder this time 
because we climbed fhe mountains a lot 
more quickly. Jack’s very competitive so 
he wanted to know what fime his mum 
had done and wanted fo beat her with 


every peak. He did really, really well. Af 
the end he was less fired than | was” 


Mum Rachel - “They were already 
drenched before they had a chance 

to change into their wet weather gear 

so they stayed as they were and with 

the wind coming towards them as well 

it was very, very cold. | couldn’t sleep 

at Ben Nevis because | was worried for 
them as every now and then there was a 
downpour. We were much luckier with the 
weather two years ago. We are 

really, really proud of him” 


Jack - “I don’t believe that I’ve done it - 
it’s just weird.” 


The pair raised more than £4,700, the school 


are aiming for £60,000 by April 2013 to 

helo pay for the replacement of temporary 
buildings. More than a third of the total has 
been raised since the appeal was launched 
in April. 


To make a donation, visit www.charitygiving. 
co.uk/jacklambert 


The previous youngest recorded person 
to complete the Three Peaks Challenge 
was Beccie Shedden, eight, from Barnsley, 
in 2003. 


































The landscape evaluations and village character surveys are 
very important as they put the possible develooment sites 
SON 1 — 14 into context with the neighbouring countryside 
and residential areas. These will provide considerable data to 
decide whether they would, or would not be suitable sites for 
development. 


The latest stage in our village consultation process was held 
on Saturday 15 September - Design Day 4. The drop in session 
provided the opportunity to give views about the regeneration 
of the village centre; to comment on the Vision for Sonning 
Common 2026 and to attend workshops for more detailed 
input to the site summaries. Again over 100 people attended. 


Every home in the village has received a copy of Vision 

2026 and been asked to complete and return the Housing 
Needs Survey. The response and involvement of the people 
of Sonning Common has been exceptional and commented 
by the consultants. Their comments are valued as they have 
worked with many towns and villages. 


It's our village, SO we are trying to make it our choice. Your 
views are being taken very seriously. THANKS to all of you who 
have been closely involved and to those of you who are 
unable to be actively involved, but continue to be supportive 
on a more ad hoc basis. 


The next NDP session will be held in the evening look out for 
details please. 





me EVERYTHING 
IN THE GARDEN 


Established 1985 
Now In Stoke Row 


All types of design, construction, 
maintenance and improvements. 


Tel: 01491 641311 
Mob: 07810 112411 


TOMALIN & SON 
Funeral Directors 


A Family Owned Funeral Service 


Tel: (01491) 573370 


ANDERSON HOUSE 
38 READING ROAD 
HENLEY-ON-THAMES 
RGI 1AG 


Golden Charter 


Funeral Plans 












YOUR NEW LOCAL 
MoT TEST STATION 


EST 1998 
HENNELL VEHICLE 
SERVICES 


MOT TESTING 

SERVICING & REPAIRS 

ENGINE DIAGNOSTICS 

VEHICLE AIR CONDITIONING 
LASER FOUR WHEEL ALIGNMENT 


eee 
Tel: 01491 628866 


www.hennellvehicleservices.co.uk 


Unit 19 Greys Green Business Centre WT 


Rotherfield Greys, Henley-on-Thames 
Oxon RGI 4QG halvaine. 





« Fault diagnosis, repair and rewires 
* New installation work 

«Fuse board changes 

* Lighting advice and installation 


\ Free Estimates ~ 





Maryella Brown 
General Buildings Contractor =™™ 
Decorating to Complete Home Improvements 
Sonning Common. 
Tel? 0118 9721442 or Mobile: O7920 092875 
Email: mebs.decorplus@btopenworld.com 
Website? www.mebsdecorplus.co.uk 


TOMALIN & SON 
Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 


For more information, contact 


Tel: (01491) 573370 


£40 John Lewis Voucher 
or 
£40 Donation to Sue Ryder Care 
with each plan taken out on production of this advert 


Golden Charter 


Funeral Plans 








o— JJC Electrical Services Limited 


sonning Common Electrician 
Jerry Cole 
Telephone: 07834 346 487 
E-mail: jicelecservitd @tiscali.co.uk 
Website: www.jjcelecservitd.co.uk 


ELECSA 
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T’ai chi for Health 


Kidmore End War Memorial Hall 
Reades Lane, Sonning Common 


Tuesday 9.30-10.30 
During term time 


Chen style Tai chi in a friendly informal class 
Improve your stamina, balance, 
strength & co-ordination 


For further information 
please ring Debbie on 07802 347943 
www.debbiepage.org 





Call My Driver 


Friendly & Reliable 


Taxi Service 
Based in Sonning Common 


07796 688477 








Shaun Guard 
TV AERIAL SERVICES 


(© Poor Reception Solved - Aerials repaired & supplied 
(© TVs - Hung on your wall for you. Also supplied & tuned 
(© Extra TV Points - For aerial and Sky (In HD!) 

(© Sky TV - Also Foreign Language TV 


Call Henley-on Thames 01491 699114 


A part of Z& OXFORDAERIALS 


Family Hairdressing 
any age & any style 


and allin the comfort of your 
own home 


Ring Maureen on 


0118 972 1074 
Mr Fixit 


Repairs & Maintenance for almost anything! 
All building maintenance and repairs, interior / exterior. 
Decorating, Floor / Wall Tiling, Plumbing, Electrical. 
Woodwork, Glazing. 

Specialist Paint Effects and sympathetic restoration 
for older properties, 

Kitchens, Bathrooms and Conservatories refurbished. 
Landscaping, Patios, Water Features, Fencing, 
Hedge and Tree Cutting. 

Sheds and outbuildings repairs and maintenance 
No Call-Out Fee and Free Estimates 


07752 759908 


T.C. FULLER PLUMBING & HEATING 


e Installation «Maintenance «Service « Repair 
Boiler replacement, heating system upgrade & 
adaptations, power flush. 

Hot water cylinder replacement. 

All plumbing work undertaken. 
Bath/Shower rooms, water softeners-salt supplied. 


eNo Call out charge ¢Free-estimates ¢ Fully insured 


Tel: 0118 9724097 
Mob: 07800 914.880 


225032 


Stafford & Son 
Local Garden & Building 
Maintenance Services 


Mifering services in all aspects of gar- 

den and grounds maintenance, be it 

large or small, 

Interior and exterior building mainte- Andrew Stafford 
nance, including gutter repairs and 

clearing. CallLOias 842191 
General handyman / “man with van" Mob. OF 835980 1 37 
services. All jobs considered at competi- 

tive rates. 


DK Builders 
Daren Kilroy 


BRICKLAYING, EXTENSIONS, 


GARDEN WALLS, PATIOS ETC 


= = . 
OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE 


CAVERSHAM, READING O795I736745 
O18 3759407 





) gunningplumbing.com 
> plumbi ; 


t ai healing = ae 


ALL DOMESTIC PLUMBING, HEATING, & GAS WORK 
INSTALLATIONS, REPAIRS, & EMERGENCIES 
CAVERSHAM BASED 


GAS SAFE REGISTERED ENGINEER 
SERVING READING & THE SURROUNDING AREA 





CALL ANDREW ON 078675 304 931 
www.gunningplumbing.com 
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WEE-COT SEATING 


Upholstery, Loose Covers, Replacement 
Cushions, Chair Caning, French Polishing 
& Furniture Repairs 


LIZANNE SMITH TEL: 0118 972 4560 


CERAMIC WALL & FLOOR TILING 


AXo | al=X=) NAc WAC 16001 am Da laatomelel e) e) (sxe, 
Floor Levelling & Plastering 
Free Estimates & Advice 
Call Mick 0118 901 1777 / Mobile: 07841 586003 





via 


LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION 


www.avialandscapes.co.uk 


¢ Design and Build * Maintenance * Brickwork 
¢ Patios * Decking » Water Features ° Irrigation 
«Fencing ° Plant Supply. 


T: 01189 722 181 E: tony@avialandscapes.co.uk 





COLLINS, DRYLAND 
& THOROWGOOD LLP 
SOLICITORS 


12 Hart Street Henley-on-Thames RG9 2AU 


Please contact Mrs Wendy Holmes 


(formerly of our Sonning Common Office) 


Telephone: 01491 9/2323 


DE Wiles) at- li c=s> 


PLUMBERS & DECORATORS 





e Bathroom Suites, Toilets, Basins 
e Showers, Radiators and Repairs 
e Full Interior & 

e Exterior Decorating 
e Wallpapering 


10% DISCOUNT OFFERED 
WITH THIS ADVERT 


CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 


Tel: 0118 934 5029 Mob: 07708 602442 
email: david.shailes@ukf.net 


THAMES VALLEY GYMNASTICS CLUB 

Bird Wood Court 

Peppard Road 

Sonning Common 

(Registered Charity No. 1062939) 

® Modern Gymnastics facility with “state of the art” equipment 
and dance studio 

 Elite/Competitive squad coaching to Regional/National levels 

® General Gymnastics classes for Boys/Girls - all ages/abilities 

@ Pre-School programmes 

Ballet Classes 

Play Gym for the Under 5s (Tuesday & Thursday a.m.) 

Gym Birthday Parties 

# Room for hire 


For further information, please call in or telephone 
Kevin Cassidy, Club Manager, on 0118 972 4401 











-TEXTUREPLUS| 


Free Estimates 
Interior & Exterior Decorating 
Plastering, Artexing, & Coving 
Solving Artex problems /Floor & wall Tiling 
Kitchens, Bathrooms, and P Certified Electrician 
COMPLETE HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
CBT Registered /30 Years Experience /NHBC Awarded 
Adrian Brown 
Tel: 0118 9721442/Sonning Common/Mobile: 07880 542363 


Email: textureplus.adrian@btopenworld.com 
Website: www.textureplus.ico.uk 









High quality education and child care under the 
Farly years foundation stage (E VFS) for children 
4 months to 5 years 


® Good OFSTED report 
® Pre-school sessions available 
® Open all year, Monday to Friday, 7am te 7pm 
® Flexible hours 
® Farly years education grants available 


® Cvrricuium includes French, Music & Movement 
and Thames balley Gym 


®* Small friendly and personal care in 
Sonning Common 


for further informatian, please ask for te manager 
on dnis 972 4783, or visit our website, 


wee ap haberdayiirserics cont 


emails: infva alphabetdaynurseries.com 


Caversham Aerial Services 
TV Aerials Supplied and Fitted. 
Poor Reception? Old aerials? 
Can't get the new digital channels? 


Give us acall - We can help! 


Phone 0118 9673596 


www.caversham-aerials.co.uk 


| Freeview BHD 


We have been trading in the village for over 40 years 
We have old fashioned friendly Service 
We can’t stock everything but we can get most things 
for your pet! We deliver free on orders over £25.00 


¥ Animal Feed 
¥Y Frozen Meat 


¥Y Animal Well Being 
¥Y Wild Birds 

Y Ponds 

¥Y Farm Animals 

Y Domestic Animals 
¥v Wild life 

Y _ Toys and Beds 


WINDOWS - DOORS - CONSERVATORIES 
FASCIA - SOFFITS - GUTTERING - CLADDING 


Use your Local Installer with 30 
years experience 
For a FREE quotation 
Call Mike Dockree on 
01189724376 or 07785928190 


All window, door & conservatory 
installations carry a 10 year guarantee 
and the finished product ts 
independently inspected with 
all certificates 





HELPLINE LANDSCAPE SERVICES 


Landscaping = Design, Constry-ten, Garden make over, 
Groundwork =~ Gearance Footegs, Drainage. Grading. 
Timber Work =" Gilewoys, Decking, Arches. Pétgala. Gazebo. 
Fencing Panel, Cio.s Bort, Wirenicsh, Steck fence. 
Gardening,- Moving, WeefingyPrinitg, Ciarance 
Tree work - — Felling, Lopping, Proping, Ciearance. 
Driveways - 9 Grivel)Fayed, Grek, Concrett 
Ponds - Water features, PondsyFiils 
Patios - Slat, Sone»Pavers, Brick. 
Log's for-sale -. Cutand-spin tose 

Racedin Sonning Common 

Teli Fax-0118- 9721342 


Email: chriscolbecki@btinternet.com 


You may be surprised 
we now stock 


A orgyoup nary 
Also We Sell 
MEMBERSHIP for 
SHIPLAKE & BINFIELD 

ANGLING CLUB 





IN focus 


Stbella 
bonham 


Carter 


known both as Miss B C and Bonny ~ 


IN 2012, as the inhabitants 

of Sonning Common are 
involved in future plans for it’s 
develooment, if seems an 
appropriate time to remember 
the wide ranging contribution 
this remarkable woman made 
to the village. The last time 
there were extensive building 
develooments here was in 

the 1960's. In response to the 
lack of local consultation the 
sonning Common society was 
formed. Sibella was at first the 
secretary and then President. 


Had she lived today, she may well have 
been involved, if not the leader, of the 
Neighbourhood Develooment Planning 
group?? 


Sibella’s own words head up each section 
to reveal the story of her formative years 
and of her ‘noble’ connections. 


“I can just remember her” 
soon after the birth of her younger brother 
David, Sibella’s mother died. 


sibella was fond of telling others that she 
was just a year older than the century, 
the twentieth one. Her life crossed three 
centuries. Born in 1899 into a cultured 


and privileged family, her father was a 
solicitor and home was in Bayswater near 
Paddington. 


“I did not particularly shine at school 
... but one of the teachers fired me 
with the enthusiasm fo learn” 

First at the local Kindergarten, run by the 
wife of the poet laureate John Masefield 
then onto Downe House in 1912 as a 
border, where she may have learned to 
become highly independent. Her father 
did not always remember to collect her 
for the holidays!! Her classmates included 
Elizabeth Bowen, the novelist, and Audrey 
Richards who became an anthropologist. 
Both were similarly exceptional women. 


“I only saw, sad fo say, a deaf blind 
old lady” 

sibella met Florence Nightingale who at 
the time did not make a great impression 
on the young Sibella but may well have 
influenced her decisions in later life? 


“I! searched the waste paper baskets 
at 10 Downing Street ... and if was a 
poor fea” 

Her aunt was the daughter of Asquith, 
Prime Minister during WW1and she was 
taken for tea at number 10 by her father. 
Sibella was left fo her own devices 

and soon discovered the waste paper 
baskets in which were crumpled letters 
from famous people. She took them 
home, smoothed them out and kept the 
signatures in her autograph book. 





By DIANA PEARMAN 


“It was a course for girls who were 
going to stay at home. ... it was a pity 
| did not get fo University, buf | was 
fold | couldn’t do that” 

Sibella attended a one year course at 
Kings College for young ladies. She then 
supervised her father’s house, checking 
the meals and servants, welcoming her 
father in the evening. 


“We found ourselves in a new world 
without men” 

Had she been born at a different time she 
would probably have married but almost 
a whole generation of young men died in 
WWI. 


“| was bored stiff and longed fo do 
something useful” 

Eventually she persuaded her father to 
pay £60 so that she could train as a 
midwife at the General Lying —in hospital in 
London. During her midwifery career she 
delivered 85 babies and she compiled 

a set of beautifully drawn sketches of her 
patients. 


“One of the highlights of my early 
years” 

A refugee Belgian family lived with the 
Bonham Carters during WW1 and they 
became Sibella’s good friends. Sne was 
appalled by the dreadful casualty rate 
and the bombings. 


Her remarkable contribution 

to life in this village is so 
extensive if is almost impossible 
to find sufficient superlatives 

to describe if. Perhaps it is 
summed up by the following — 
in her own words. 


“| have enjoyed a long life especially 
the last part as | have been able to 
do things” 

In 1950, three years after her father died 
sibella moved to Sonning Common fo 1 
Woodlands Road where she adapted the 
house and set up a nursery, licensed to 
take 5 babies. Christopher, she adopted, 
and many others were fostered by her. 


One of her first actions in her adopted 
village was to advocate the improvement 
of the constantly flooding end of 
Woodlands Road. She formed a 
committee which, with contributions from 
residents, was successful in having the 
road repaired and subsequently adopted 
by the council in 1959. 


“They could form their own cricket 
team” 

Sibella set up a trust to pay for the 
pavilion at Bishopswood in memory of 
her father and his 10 brothers. She also 
supported the local football team and in 
1959 bought their first football, became 
a member of the club and later its vice 





President. She walked to support their away 
matches and even knitted their scarves! 


“| phoned through with just 15 
minutes fo spare before the bidding 
closed. If was very exciting” 

This may have been her finest hour, wnen 
she came through to top up the bid of 
sonning Common Open Spaces Trust 
(SCOST) for the purchase of Kennylands 
field. Money had been raised by 
donations, £24,000 from the residents, but 
this amount could not have outbid the 
commercial developer without Sibella’s 
£90,000 donation. 


Her accomplishments and 
breaatn of interests were 
extensive? 


Sibella was a talented artist and learned 
lithography. She loved music; in her 
youth sang in a Bach choir conducted 
by Vaughan Williams; with the choir at 
Peppard church and the South Chiltern 
Choral Society. She enjoyed play reading 
with the Chiltern Players and was the 
President for some time. She made her 
own clothes, grew her own vegetables 
and bound the church hymn books by 
hand. As a member of the English Folk 
and Dance society she knew Cecil Sharp 
who was the founder. 


At 60 she took up Judo, studied English 
Literature to A level at 70, and learned 
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Greek aged 90. Her |Q was measured 
to be 160 by MENSA when she was 93 
becoming the oldest member at that 
time. She was still walking a mile around 
the village as a centenarian, although 
maybe not quite so quickly! 


Aged 105 (2005 the year she died) she 
told a reporter “Life just keeps getting 
better” 

Looking back over her long life 
she said ‘| am not a person 
who has regrets. Io soend 
time regretting is a sheer 
waste of time. I've made 
mistakes like other people, but 
what's the use of pouring Over 
them, better fo go and do 
something else. | call myself a 
happy person because | have 
achieved most of the things | 
wanted to do.’ 
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HER INFLUENCE AND DEDICATION TO OUR 
VILLAGE WILL NEVER BE FULLY APPRECIATED 


My contact with her during the rapid growth of Sonning Common 
started in 4958. | had pought a plot of land on Peppard Road to 
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flying helmet she replied “Mo, just a silk scarf 10 keep 
my hair tidy”. 

She was an indomitable woman - No wonder the grim 

reaper had a job +o catch UP with her. 


BRENDA DAMP 







After she sold 4 items; she said: 
because of my notoriety”. When 
14 items, she had to conc 

have some merit as an arti 
portrait of Ralph Vaughan Willi 
concert without his knowledge: 


after his death by the National Port 
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Riverside Counselling Service — 
serving a need in The Community 


There are times when 
people’s lives become too 
difficult for them to manage 
alone. At these times they 
need the support of those 
around them and offen 
professional counsellors can 
help them fo find their way 
again and fo give them the 
strength and confidence to 
deal with their problems. 


Riverside Counselling Centre was 
founded in Henley as a charity in 1989 
by a group of concerned people. 

Our service has grown and expanded 
ever since in response to the needs of 
local people. Today we have fourteen 
professional counsellors who give their 


Paris 


™ The repair of the footpaths is now 
complete. 


® Rotherfield United Football Club has 
now received its £7000 grant from the 
parish council. 


®™ The parish clerk has reminded One 
Stop of their duty of care regarding the 
forecourt and has been assured that 
the resurfacing will be done. 


®™ The parish council has paid, for the 
third time, for damage done by 
careless drivers to the wall at One Stop. 
A reflective post has now been erected. 


time voluntarily to offer affordable 
counselling and psychotherapy to 
young people and adults in the locality. 


There is no doubt that there is a growing 
need for counselling services. A report 
published in June by Lord Layard and 

a distinguished panel of psychologisis, 
doctors, NHS managers and economists 
pointed out that nearly half of all ill 
health in those under 65 is mental 
illness, but only a quarter of sufferers 
are receiving treatment. With six million 
people suffering from depression or 
crippling anxiety conditions and one in 
every three families having someone 
who is mentally ill, the scale of the 
problem is clear. 


The report emphasises the success of 
psychological therapy: “a half of all 
patients with anxiety conditions will 


council Wie 


®™ The parish council is providing a hose 
pipe and water connection to aid the 
Village Gardeners with their care of the 
new planters outside the village hall. 


™ We are now working with the County 
Council on the design and position of 
the bus shelter at Essex Way. 


™ Councillors attended a thank you 
reception at the Herb Farm given by 
Club SC Councillor Carol Viney. In her 
speech said that if the parish council 
had not agreed the grant there would 
have been no money forthcoming 


recover, most permanently, after ten 
sessions of treatment on average”. 

The long-term benefits fo the lives of 
patients, their families and society as a 
whole are incalculable. 


We believe passionately that 
counselling can change lives. Please 
contact us in complete confidence if 
you feel we can be of any help. 


Telephone: 0787 938 1334 

e-mail: riversidecounsellingservice@ 
gmail.com 
www.riversidecounsellingservice.co.uk 
Registered Charity Number 1018853 
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Riverside —~ 


Counselling Service 


from the County Council and the club 
would have closed. 


| Request for initial tenders have gone 
out to four potential contractors for 
the building of the Roller park. Their 
outline proposals were on display on 
Ist September. 


| The Parish Clerk has asked me to 
remind residents to please cut their 
hedges where necessary. 


COUNCILLOR CHRISSIE PHILLIPS-TILBURY 


IT! 


CARPET FITTER 


Fitted Carpets & Vinyl Specialist 
Underlays & Fixings Supplied 
Re-Adaptions & Restretches 

Measuring, Estimating & Planning 
Carpets « Vinyl « Amtico ~« Kamdean 


MICHAEL HODGSON 


TEL: 0118 901 1777 / MOB: 07841 586003 


CO Foster interiors 
es 
URTAINS 


UPHOLSTERY & LOOSE COVERS 


Made to the highest standards 
from an extensive range of fabrics 
brought to your home. 
Complete fitting and advisory service. 
Curtains hung and dressed, ensuring complete 
satisfaction — Most competitive prices 


be td Telephone: 01491 680291 
4 } for reliable and personal service 


Over 60 varieties 


APPLES& PEARS 


+ APPLE JUICE + HONEY+ 


Cross Lanes Fruit Farm oS iy, 
Mapledurham, RG4 7UW = (~) 
Tel: 0118 9/2 3167 py ee 


Join A40%4 to Reading at Cane End, first right, right again 
Farm shop is on the read to Goring Heath. 
* APPLE DAY SUNDAY 14 OCTOBER * 
wey crosslanestruittarm co.uk 











wood lane dentistry 








Vik Chugani BDS MFDS RCSEdin MSc 
Richard McQuillan BDS 

e Your local family friendly practice 

e Routine general dentistry 

e Affordable dental plans with Denplan 

e Children seen on the NHS 

e Tooth whitening 

e Cosmetic dentistry and Implants 

e Ample free parking 

Now taking on new patients 

Saturday and evening appointments available 
HAPPY HEALTHY SMILES ... 
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SB SMART BLINDS & SHUTTERS LTD 
Perfection by Design 


TL 


Family run business that cares Fantastic range of samples 
All made to your exact needs —_ Free quotation & fitting 


‘Why are we so different? Because we love what we do! 


Showroom: 118 Henley Road, Caversham, RG4 6DH 


0118 950 9449 www.smartblinds.org 


PODIATRY CLINIC 


Professional treatment & advice for your feet 
Contact 
Heidi Snookes-Owen 
PODIATRIST/CHIROPODIST 


B.Sc., D.Pod.M., S.R.Ch., M.Ch.S. 
HPC REGISTERED 


0118 972 4742 


ain is ey Set in an idyllic village location, our 


es © eh Wy small, friendly pre-school creates a 
has en very special environment for children 

= =f A= guided by a team of highly qualified, 
| "| |»). caring staff. Please contact us for details. 


| ‘ 
, ie | " 
Fell i =e. registrar@keps.co.uk 
Cec 


With excellent links to 
Kidmore End Primary School 
and only 5 minutes from i ) 
Caversham, Sonning Common, Banos” 
Peppard and Emmer Green. 
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Lom fort 


Generally speaking you 
cannot choose your 


neighbours; you are either 
lucky or you are not. | was 


exceptionally lucky with 
Walter and Nora Dunn. 


When | moved to Sonning 
Common nearly twenty years 
ago | did not know a soul in 
the village. | bought a house 


in Kidmore Lane with a flimsy 


wire fence down one side of 
the garden, and it was not long 


before | was regularly chatting 


over it to the elderly couple on 
the other side as they tended to 
their vegetables and fruit trees. 


NEIGHBOURS 


Nora was white-haired, Welsh, 
sharp in her mind and incisive 

in her judgements. Walter was 
immensely, inexhaustibly kind- 
hearted, the nicest and most 
generous of men. | discovered 
that his driving passion in life was 
painting. He showed me some of 
his work. It was very abstract and 
difficult for me — a philistine in 
such matters — to understand. 


One day | had a load of horse 
manure delivered for my fruit 
and veg. There was more than 

| needed so | took a few barrow 
loads around to Walter and 
Nora’s. A little while later | came 


back from somewhere to find a 
painting had been left for me. 

It was of a pike, a favourite fish 
of mine. It is amazingly faithful, 
beautifully and skilfully done, and 
to my shame | thought Walter 
painted abstracts because he 
couldn't do real life. 


In time | moved to the middle 

of the village, but we stayed 
very good friends. Walter got 
deafer and older and every now 
and then he would say that his 
painting days were over. But the 
urge was always too much for 
him and he always went back to 
his paints and his workroom. 





He finished his last painting in 
May this year, and he died last 
saturday at the age of 93. It was 
a privilege to have known him, 
and | still have my pike looking 
sideways at me from a wall in 
the kitchen to remind me of him 
every day. 


Local artist leaves after 
AO Years IN COST 


20 


By JOAN GRUMMANT 


Local artist, Pauline 
Twyman, is stepping 
down from teaching 

the local authority run 
art class at the Adult 
Education Centre Sonning 
Common. She has taught 
drawing and painting for 
over forty years, based 

at Chiltern Edge School 
and was also a part time 
art teacher at Sonning 
Common Primary School. 
She will be sorely missed 
and has taught many 
adults and children from 
the local area. 


At one time when Pauline 
was chairman of the local 
playgroup, her pupils ranged 
in age from three to ninety 
three and her enthusiasm 
and commitment was 
communicated fo all of those 
lucky enough to be part of 
her classes. She has strived 
hard fo inspire others as well 
as exhibiting her own work. 


Pauline, who has lived in 
sonning Common for fifty 
three years, was privileged 
enough to win a major 
county scholarship to study 
art at Reading University and 
has always felt the need to 


contribute in as many ways 


as possible to the fostering of 


art in the local community. 
Fortunately for us she will 


continue to do this by a new 


venture at Christ the King 
Church Sonning Common. 
She teaches two classes 
every Friday during term 
time. We wish her luck with 
the new venture and also 
with her first solo exhibition. 
This will take place from 
the 8- 14 November at 
the Fire Station Gallery, 
Henley on Thames. 









Local residents support 
CCA summer fayre 


The CCA staff would like to thank everybody in Sonning 
Common and the surrounding villages for their support at 
the recent Summer Fayre, including all the local business 
who donated very generously with meal and meat 
vouchers, a car valet, refreshments, printing services and 
many other gifts. Although the weather wasn't very good, 
God certainly blessed us with a steady footfall during 

the morning and the magnificent sum of £766.17 was 
raised. Once again, many thanks, and we look forward to 
meeting with you again when you visit our shop. 


JOAN BAWDEN Supervisor 


Hats off to the Village 
_ Gardeners 


I was in the village centre this weekend (1 Sept) - 
and it was sunny (unusual | Know!). | was struck by 
how very stunning the flower beds and village hall 
area look right now. I think this is the brightest the 
village has ever been and this is thanks to the small 
group of very dedicated Village Gardeners who 
have transformed the village for all of us to enjoy. 







Thank you very much. | am sure many, 
many people appreciate your efforts. 


JILL GRINSTED Kennylands Road 
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Village gardeners - 
receive accolade 
and donation 


During our recent visit to Sonning Common my wife 
and | were very impressed with the results of the 
efforts of the Village Gardeners to restore the village 
flower beds and to beautify the area around the 
village hall. Well done all of you! Please accept the 
enclosed donation to your funds. 


JOHN HENRY LEWIS 
Maple Cottage, Mere, Wilts. 
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J &J WATKINS Grove Road 


Be aware This is a con! 


| have just been conned and it has made me hopping mad. 


| realised that my European Health Insurance Card 
was out of date, so | went online and clicked onto 
the site at the top of the list, filled in all the details 
and paid over my £14.99. 





Big mistake as this Card is FREE. It made me — = 
realise just how easy it is to be taken in by what aanelnl —.. 
appear to be a perfectly bona fide site. At least 
it was only £14.99 and not more. 

That is the beauty of the scam, | would have 
been suspicious if if had cost me much more. 


CHRISSIE PHILLIPS-TILBURY Woodlands Road 


Footpath repaired at last 


| should like to express sincere thanks to Cllr Carol Viney and SC Parish 
Council, for arranging the complete renewal - at last - of Fulford Way, at 
the upper end where it meets Woodlands Road. 


For many years residents and villagers using this footpath have had to battle 
with uneven, treacherous, slippery, muddy journeys up and down - and 
having made a number of enquiries trying to establish responsibility for 
maintenance of the footpath in order that something be done about it, | was 
about to ask yet again. 


Lo and behold - a SODC workforce appeared last week and swiftly levelled 
and re-tarmaced the surface. It is now a pleasure to use. Many thanks are due 
to Cllr Viney and our own Parish Councillors for acting on our numerous requests 
so that the footpath is now safe and attractive for all those who use it. 


MARGARET MOOLA 6 Sedgefield Close 
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£10.00 or 


your next MoT on Prodhiction of this voucher 


MasterFit Servicing es 


from a dealer ertablished: for bie Fa peers! 





(am Easton 


Zammn PROPERTYCARE 


' + Fully qualified (Part P reg) electrician 
* Plumbing * Kitchens and bathrooms 





= 
wfc: En 


i | 
INSTALLER |=") 








encluchng Parts, Labour & VAT 


MOTs! Le 


weh ANY bMasterFit Senace 


0118 772 2021 





Price quarantee, we ll match 
ANY price quoted locally 





like for like, 


Sonning Common Vauxhall 


Peppard Road, Sonning Common, Aeading way sonningoommonvauxhall com 





SHARP BUILDING SERVICES 


The local builder for all your building work: 


EXTENSIONS 
ALTERATIONS 
REPAIRS 
TILING 


Phone Steve on: 
07887 986446 / 01189 724880 


Breet ite 








Wood Lane £695,000 

Extended 1930's detached family residence, 
situated in a 0.25 acre plot with south facing 
rear garden including 40ft elm clad barn. 





Westleigh Drive £325,000 


Detached family home presented in excellent 


order, benefitting from two receptions rooms 
and offering a secluded rear garden. 





For more information on our 
full range of properties or to 

book a free valuation of your 
home, please contact us on 


0118 924 25 26 


Email info@beville.co.uk 





Orchard Avenue £325,000 
Victorian semi detached home, presented in 
good order with original features, offering an 


* Landscaping and fencing 
0118 947 7738 
07717 295679 
www.eastonpropertycare.co.uk 


Telalaliare mere) siliele) pM ad-) Or: la: 
At Home Pet Care 
when you are on holiday or at work 


Cats 


Small Pets 


Dog Walking 
Puppy Visits 


Please call Alison for further information 
Tel 0118 9722948 / O7787 114536 


www.beville.co.uk 





Widmore Lane £595,000 

Detached chalet style home built in the 1930s, 
extended and modernised in recent years to 
provide large, flexible accommodation. 





Essex Way £275,000 


Two bedroom bungalow presented in good order 


and set in a quiet cul-de-sac. 


established garden & potential for enlargement. 


| AN INTERVIEW WITH... 


























By ROS VARNES 


A few lucky breaks coupled 
with talent, hard work 
and determination have 
led to one village resident 
enjoying a rewarding 
career as a BBC television 
journalist. 


Nikki Mitchell, as she is Known at work, jokes 
that journalism is her third career but she got 
there in the end! 


she started off as a graphic illustrator of 
greetings cards, then worked in finance 

and administration for the BBC monitoring 
service at Caversham before finding her true 
vocation when BBC Oxford TV was launched 
about 13 years ago. 


Before moving into TV, Nikki did a two-year 
stint with local BBC radio. She traces the 
beginnings of her journalistic career back 
to the days when she used to answer the 
phone and put callers through to BBC Radio 
Berkshire presenter Andrew Peach when he 
Was on Ail. 


One day a story came into the newsroom, 
claiming that fish were dying in local rivers 
due to polluted water running off the 
Newbury by-pass building site. With all the 
journalists already out on other stories, Nikki 
was faced with a decision: cover the story 
herself or lose it. 


she chose to cover the story, whizzed over 
to the Newbury by-pass site, investigated 
the allegations, and, that evening, did 

a successful live interview for the drive- 
time show. 


Nikki, who lives in Grove Road with her 
husband Stephen and sons Felix, seven 
and Dexter, five, said: “| had no degree, 
no journalistic training but plenty of drive 
and enthusiasm. 


“| would always say to people who are 
looking for opportunities: bother people, 


Nikki Mitchel 


don't take no for an answer, work for nothing 
and continually generate new ideas. Always 
have something to offer people.” 


Nikki now works two days a week as a video 
joumalist for BBC Oxford TV news, having 
since completed a series of BBC training 
courses and gained plenty of experience. 


she researches, films, writes, edits and 
presents reports for the weekday regional 
news programme, which follows the main 
network news on BBC One. The programme's 
broadcast area reaches from the Cotswolds 
to the Chiltern Hills and from Milton Keynes 
to Swindon. 


Most of Nikki's reports are only one-and-a- 
half minutes long and condensing a series 
of interviews and pictures into a clear, 
informative and entertaining report can be 
quite a challenge. But it’s one she enjoys. 


she says: “| wake up in the morning and 
want to go to work. The days whizz by and 
there is no time to get bored. Every day is 
different and because my reports are usually 
transmitted the same day, | rarely take stress 
home with me. 


“| get to meet and interview really interesting 
people - ordinary people with extraordinary 
tales to tell - celebrities, soorts personalities 
and powerful politicians. | go to fascinating 
places the general public rarely sees and 
am often privileged to watch events unfold 
first hand. 


‘Juggling the demands of filming on location 
and presenting a report is tricky. | can be 

in wellies and waterproofs, filming on a 
muddy hill in the howling wind and rain in the 
morning, and then be expected to turn up 

in the studio, or on location, to present a live 
report, looking smart, groomed and relaxed. 


“The job can be very emotional. I've had 
to film some terrible things, some awful 
car wrecks, for example, and I've had to 
interview people who've lost friends and 
family in terrible circumstances. 


r 
*r 
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“But | am continually amazed by how 
welcoming people are, and how generous 
they are with their time, even in sometimes 
difficult circumstances.” 


This summer Nikki covered the Queen's 
Diamond Jubilee celebrations at Henley 
Business School and the heroes’ return to 
Henley following the Olympic Games. More 
locally she has investigated a controversy 
over the keeping of chickens at the 
allotments in Gallowstree Road. 


Nikki believes that community stories are vital 
and is keen to hear from anyone with a good 
local story to tell. Contact: nikki. mitchell@ 
bbc.co.uk 
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Is it really possible to get fit and healthy 
without the discomfort that usually 
accompanies exercise? Unlike other 
forms of exercise, Tai Chi requires students 
to practice in the most unhurried, 
gentle and relaxed way possible in 
order to gain maximum benefits. The 
unhurried and effortless movements 

are practiced with calm concentration 
making practice extremely pleasurable. 
In fact if the exercise is not comfortable 
and enjoyable you are probably doing 
something wrong. 


EFFORTLESS HEALTH AND FITNESS WITH 


Tar Che? 





Current research indicates that Tai Chi is 
a weight bearing and moderate intensity - 
cardiovascular exercise. Practice of Tai | 
Chi can improve balance, reduce falls 
and increase leg strength. It also lowers 
stress hormones, enhances respiratory 
and immune function and promotes 
emotional well-being. & 


Visit the website 
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PUT YOUR CLUB OR GROUP IN THE 


onning Common Guide 


The Guide contains contact details, names or email addresses of local volunteer groups, sports clubs, schools, 
churches, etc. Copies are sold for 50p each in the Library, Occasions and other village shops as a source of 
information for everyone, especially newcomers to the village. 


It is published by the Sonning Common Society and is updated each year. We are keen to include as many local 
organisations as possible so if you would like your organisation to be included in the next edition please complete 
the form below and return it as requested. If you would like further information please ‘phone 0118 972 3294. 


ENTRY FOR THE SONNING COMMON GUIDE: 


Name of organisation: 
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POPPER OEE HOLES EEE ESEEEEEEE EH EEOEHOEEOEEEE TEETH EE OEEEE HOLES EE EE ETEEHETSOEE EEO EESE EEL EOEE EE TEEETETOLEEEEEEOEE EE EOEEEE TOOT EEHOEEOEE SE EEEESEESOEHE EO EESEHEEETEEHETOEESETOLEOEEELEOEEEEEEEEEESEHEEHELESEH ER ELES OL ELEES EEL ELEEE HEL EEERELEEEE ELS EEEEEe 
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Church news 


We welcome in the 
“season of mists and 
mellow fruitfulness” 


Sunday 7 October 

Harvest Lunch at Kidmore End 
School — an opportunity for 
families to come together and 
share simple wholesome food. 


Sunday 4 November at 
6.30pm 

A chance to give thanks and 
remember loved ones who 
have died at our All Souls Tide 
service at St John’s Kidmore 
End. All are welcome - regular 
church goers or not. You'll 

be able fo light a candle in 
memory of a loved one and if 
you want to submit the name of 
that loved one to be read out 
at the service, please contact 


Jenny MacGregor (01189 
472855) or Karen Broadbent 
(01189 724606) - our church 
wardens. It is a very moving 
service. 


Sunday 11 November at 
10.50am 


Those wishing to attend our 
Remembrance Service - meet 
at the War Memorial, Kidmore 
End, then on to St John’s when 
the British Legion colours are 
received into the Sanctuary. 


Saturday 17 November 


Mammoth joint school/church 
Christmas Fair at Kidmore End 
school. Forget high street 
Christmas shopping or Amazon. 


Sunday 18 November at 9.30 
Come and help us celebrate 


Mended 


Clothing & Curtain alterations 


Collection & Delivery Service 
VV KoYole [eco] c= Fal m=) al (=\VAmsie) al ali al-a eo) aalaale)ams Mateo liars 


Call Terry on 07766 532372 
terry.nelson@hotmail.co.uk 
www.soonestmended.co.uk 





SPRUCE MAINTENANCE SERVICE 


For all your property maintenance requirements: 
Decorating - inside and out 
Paper Hanging 
Carpentry - including door easing & hanging 

Wall & Floor Tiling & Silicone Renewal 
Plumbing - leaking taps etc. 

¢Patio’s, Landscaping & Garden Design 

Hedge Cutting & Planting 


Pass on your TO DO list 
ROB SMITH Tel: 0118 972 4560 


the consecration (in 1967) 

of Christ the King church in 
Sedgewell Road. Hidden away 
next to the garage, you might 
not know it’s there but you'll 
receive a warm welcome and 
a cup of coffee after the short 
Sunday service. 


ROSEMARY HOUSE 


Ce ecccrccccrcccerccccrccoeeecoesecoeeeeoeeeeoeeeeoeeeeoeeS 


Springwater Church 
— Blounts Court Road — 
Peppard Common 


We are very pleased indeed 
to welcome Rev Chris Lewis as 
our new full time Minister, and 
his wife Margaret ( Mags ), who 
are now living in the Manse 
attached to the church. 


We want to extend our grateful 


sonningcommon 
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thanks to Barry and Bunny Kirk 
who have so graciously guided 
the church over the last few 
years, and we are delighted 
that they will be maintaining 
their connection with us in 

the future. 


In September church life starts 
in earnest again after the 
holidays with Cradle Club, 

the Ark, Sunday School, all for 
children and an Alpha course, 
home groups and men’s and 
women’s groups throughout 
the week. All are warmly 
welcome. 


For information please call the 
office on 0118 9724519. © 


CHRIS MILLS 


= 
THE BUTCHERS ARMS 


* TRADITIONAL ENGLISH PUB READING 


HALLOWEEN FANCY DRESS PARTY 


& 80'S DISCO NIGHT 


CHRISTMAS PARTY NIGHTS 





CALL IN 


www.thebutchersarmspub.co.uk 





diary dates 
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shiltern Edge open 





British Legion - Tea dance - Village Hall — 2-4pn 
FRIDAY 12 Nottakwire vied Metsr Hall 9.45 - 11.30am 
FRIDAY 12 ~ CESA Quiz night - Chilte Edge School ~ 7pm 


SUNDAY 14 








Apple Day Celebrations including conkers challenge 
Cross Lanes Fruit Farm, slater 


10am - 5pm 





Chiltern keene Open play reading evening. Everybody welcome. 8pm 
The Reformation, Gallowstree Common 





FISH - Pub IJunch 11.30am 


oy Virginia Pa 





FRIDAY 19 Notts small Hotes eae Hall 10am 
: ish , Village Hall — 2- 4pm 





FRIDAY 2 Notts small group - Village Hall 10am 





MONDAY 5 FISH - Garden Centre Visit 1.306m 





FRIDAY 9 Nottakwire practice - Village Hall 9.45 - 11.30am 





Chiltern Players. Open play reading evening. Everybody welcome. 8pm 
The Reformation, Gallowstree Common 


WEDNESDAY 14 





FRIDAY 16 Notts small group - Village Hall 10am 





MONDAY 19 





FRIDAY 23 Nottakwire practice - Village Hall 9.45 - 11.30am 





THURSDAY 29 Notts small group - Village Hall 10am 





FRIDAY 30 British Legion - Tea dance - Village Hall 2 - 4om 


FISH runs regular shopping trios Henley and Reading town centres and to Tesco in Henley. 
For more information and to book call 0118 972 3986. 








0118 924 2552 
58 Wood Lane 
Sonning Common <— 








Over 200 happy customers in 
sonning Common, 


Milo and Michael Harper 


Milo Technical Support 


0118 972 4905 22 Sedgewell Road 
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Pancinae. Sotfit&2 one Cawittéa ririag 


Come & Experience authentic 
Tandoori & Bengali Cuisine 


OW CCO HCG 


21 Wood Lane 
Sonning Common 
0118 972 3104 / 972 1054 


S ] HINTON 


Carpenter & Joiner 
Wide range of high-quality carpentry 
services delivered by skilled craftsman 
Built-In Wardrobes, Cupboards, Shelving. 
Kitchen Fitting, Doors, Floors, Windows, 
Stairs, Roof Construction. 


Telephone Steve on 0118 972 3602 
or 07887 653866 


* Fully Air-Conditioned 
* Large Groups Catered For 
x Open 7 Days a Week 


TAKE-AWAY MENU 
We Guarantee Prompt Service on All Orders 


12 Newfield Road Telephone 0118 972 3059 
WANA Aasxeualaliaycxexelanlaaroya] s\=r-Wela Aero ne] < 


* MANICURE »* PEDICURE * ORGANIC FACIALS 
* MD FORMULATIONS GLYCOLIC PEELS 
°* WAXING * LASH AND BROW TREATMENTS 
° SPRAY TANNING * MAKE-UP * MASSAGE 
¢ BRIDAL HOLIDAY AND MUM-TO-BE PACKAGES AVAILABLE 


Gift Vouchers Available 
Some reduced price treatments available each 
week please ring to check availablity 





sy Functional Sonning Common Health Centre 


Wood Lane, Sonning Common, 


Physio Reading, RG4 9SW pp fs, ee a, Z| ait A 


& Pilates 
) Back & Neck pain » Shoulder Injuries > 
») Muscle / Joint Strains ) Post-Operative Rehabilitation 
) Ligament Sprain » Pre/Post Natal Exercise 


) Sports Injuries ) Respiratory Conditions VW dd; 
) Whiplash Injuries Lower Limb & Foot Problems €dada tgs } arate 


Appointments available every day 


Pilates classes throughout the week Ha na Fea g aft Bo uquets 
Vr uly 


T: 01189 722 745 
E: info@functionalphysio.co.uk www.functionalphysio.co.uk 


The team at Functional Physio are Chartered Physiotherapists registered 
with the Health Professions Council and are recognised by all major 
insurance companies, including Bupa and Axa PPP. 


| landscape garden design 





National & International Deliveries 
Fully Qualified “Florist Tree Local Delivery 


advice, design & 


planting for your 
garden. 


Call Gail Noble 
‘on 0118 972 3214 


42 Wood Lane * Sonning Common ¢ RG4 9SL 
0118 972 1240 0777 179 0916 


(We turn feel lace into flowers 





o ; 
SHS Doggy Dips 
es wa Health = Rehabilitation = Fitness = Fun 


Canine Hydrotherapy = Fun Swims * Doggy Day Care 
0118 972 4849 


Unit 1 Kidby’s Yard = 28 Kennylands Road = Sonning Common = Reading = RG4 9JT 
doggydips.co.uk 


Fed Up With Call Centres 


= ee ee i aieienea , 
Mark & Helen Bichards Specialising in helping Start-Ups and Small Businesses, we 


| , | | offer a full range of accounting and tax services by email 
Your Local Insurance Brokers and post. Need accounts and tax to satisfy HMRC? Want 
L For rhe Unusual & The Usual 7 to outsource all your accounting to free up time? We make 
et Us Take Care Of Your insurance your life simpler, with performance guarantees ensuring 
* House & Contents « Business « Liabilities excellent service or your money back. 
«Travel + Landlords + Professional Indemnity 
‘Horse « Shops + Sickness / Accident 
Commercial / Unusual Vehicle 
If It's Not listed We Still Can Help 
All Types Of Insurance Enquiries Welcome 


mail: info@ barrs-insurances.co.uk 
www..barrs-insurance.co.uk 
Unit 2, Kidby's Yard, Kennylands Road, Sonning Common AG4 9JT 





